The Turkish
Cultural
Foundation
Promotes

Turkey to
the World. . .
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he Turkish Cultural Foundation
T (TCF) is,an organization that
was founded in the USA in 2000 to
prombte Turkey accurately. Since its

eStablishment, the TCF, which
sponsors original programs in order
for Turkish cultuze'to be preserved
and known aretnd the world; has
launched many important projects
as wells

Guler Koknar, General Director of
the Turkish Cultural Foundation,
stated that the TCF also supports
other institutions’ projects in
addition to the original projects
that are devoted to the preservation
of Turkish culture by emphasizing
the fact that such activities promote
to Americans the rich culture, art,
architecture, history and cuisine of
Turkey.

The Turkish Cultural Foundation
organizes some programs in order to
promote Turkish culture in the USA.
Can you inform us about these
programs?

The TCF categorizes the
foundation’s main programs under
particular titles: Person-to-Person
Culture Exchange, Cultural Turkey
Tours for Influential Americans,
Turkey Research Tours for
American Teachers, and
Conferences that promote Turkish
culture and art.

American teachers come to Turkey
via Turkey research tours, which
were initiated by the TCF in
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tion with the World

fairs Council of America and this
is a program pertaining to America.
Within the frame of this program
that was initiated in 2007 between
the two institutions, 296 American
secondary and high school teachers
in total visited _Turl\’ey due toftswo-
week resear@hstours that wen

oanized ahd sponsored by the

§ ,

TCEF.In order to introduce Turkey
to influential Americans and
increase Turkey’s cultural tourism,
the TCF hosted 185 Americans in
Turkey on such cultural tours that
it has been arranging since 2006.
Selected guests, who were
nominated as candidates by
Turkish-American foundations
consisting of a variety of people
ranging from artists, politicians,
representatives of non-
governmental organizations to
academics, are introduced to the
rich culture, art, architecture,
history and cuisine of Turkey
within the scope of this full travel
itinerary. The TCG-organized tours
take the travellers to especially
places that are not included in
popular Anatolian touristic trips
but which have 1,000 years of
Turkish cultural heritage. Guests
are given the opportunity to meet
with representatives from the
Turkish art, civil society, business,
and education sectors.

Another TCF program that makes
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Turkish Cultural Foundation Genel
Direktorit Guler Koknar,
Turkiyenin zengin kulturt, sanat,
mimarisi, tarih ve mutfagim
Amerikalilarla tanistirdiklarini
vurgulayarak, Ttrk kiltarantn
korunmasina yonelik 6zgin
projelerinin yam sira baska
kuruluslarin projelerine de destek
verdiklerini belirtiyor.

Turkish Cultural Foundation, Ttirk
kultirint ABD'de tanitmak igin bazi
programlar diizenliyor. Bize bu
programlar hakkinda bilgi verir
misiniz?

Vakfimizin ana programlarimi belli
bashklar altinda toplayabiliriz:
Insandan-Insana Kulttirel Degisim
Programlarnmiz altinda etkili
Amerikallar icin Turkiye kultar
turlarl, Amerikali 9gretmenler icin
Turkiye arastirma gezileri
duzenlemekteyiz ve Turk kultur ve
sanatini tanitan konferanslar
organize etmekteyiz.

TCF ile Amerika Dtinya Meseleleri
Konseyleri (World Affairs Councils
of America) arasinda ortaklasa

laulan ABD ¢apindaki
program 1le Amerikali 6gr
Turkiye arastirma gezileriyle
Syl o te. 1ki kurulus
inda 2
P! gfam cercevesinde top
Amerikal ortaokul ve
Ogretmerii
ve organize edilen iki haftalik

arastirma gezileriyle Ttirkiye'yi

ziyaret etmis bulunmaktadir.
Turkiye'yi etkili Amerikalilara
tanitmak ve tilkeye yonelik kultiar
turizmini artirmak amaciyla, TCF,
2006 yilindan bu yana duzenledigi
kultar turlartyla toplam 185
Amerikaliyr Turkiye'de agirladL.
Sanatcilardan, siyasetcilere, sivil
toplum orgutii temsilcilerinden
akademisyenlere uzanan genis bir
yelpazeden, Tirk-Amerikan
derneklerinin gosterdigi adaylar
arasindan secilen misafirler, yogun
bir gezi programi cercevesinde
Turkiyenin zengin kultura, sanat,
mimarisi, tarih ve mutfagiyla
tamstirilmaktadir. TCFnin
olusturdugu gezi programi
cercevesinde ozellikle Anadolunun
bilinen turistik gezi programlarinda
fazla yer verilmeyen 1000 yillik
Turk kualtir mirasina ait mekanlar
ziyaret edilmekte ve misafirlerin
Turk sanat, sivil toplum, is ve fikir
dunyast temsilcileriyle bir araya
gelmelerine olanak taninmaktadir.
Turk kulttr ve sanatimn ABD’de
tanitilmasina bir onemli katkiy1



i
considerable contributions to

the promotion of Turkish
cylture and art in the USA is
the Turkish Culture and Art
ce. During these
conferences, which are
possible due to the being
7 museums and
ities, over 1,000
Americans were informed

about Turkish culture,

history and art in 2010

alone.

An important promotion

activity carried out by the

TCEF is realized online

through websites. The TCF’s
Internet portals, which are

about Turkish culture, music and
cuisine, www.turkishculture.org -
www.turkishmusicportal.org -
www.turkish-cuisine.org, are
portals from which millions of
people around the globe acquire
information about Turkey and
Turkish culture. In 2010, 1.7
million people from 200 countries
visited the TCF portals.

As a foundation, the TCF offers
events and activities devoted to the
preservations of Turkish culture in
addition to its promotion. What
specifically does the TCF do to
preserve Turkish culture?

The TCF has original projects that
are devoted to the preservation of
Turkish culture and there are other
institutions’ projects that the TCF

supports as well. One of our past
events is the Turkish shadow play
Karagoz. In order to for Karagoz to
survive and be shared with future
generations, the TCF recorded 20
Karagoz plays in a 5 DVD
collection. Karagoz is one of the
oldest examples of traditional
shadow plays in the world. These
particular plays were staged by
Metin Ozlen, and presented to art-
lovers. This DVD collection can be
purchased from our website,
Turkish Culture Shop
(www.turkishcultureshop.org).

At the end of 2010, we
implemented a very important
“protection” project: Laboratory for
Researching and Developing
Natural Paint — DATU
(www.tcfdatu.org). DATU was
established with the support of
Armaggan Design, with the aim of
promoting natural paint sources of
Turkey, which has the richest plant
flora, reviving natural painting and
creating employment in rural areas
in this field. DATU has the most
comprehensive natural plant and
insect collection in the world. This
collection was assembled in short
period of time to highlight how
these natural resources are used as
dye and paint. Using advanced
technology in the analysis of
natural paint, DATU provides
important services free of charge to
prominent museums of Turkey for
the protection and restoration of
historical artefacts.

Furthermore, the TCF financially
supported and pioneered very
important “protection” projects.
One of them is the Inventory of
Iron Age Settlements in Turkey
project, which was created by the
TAY Project-Turkish
Archaeological Settlements.
Another such project is the
Inventory of Seljuk Structures
project, which was completed by
the Foundation of Improving
Cultural Awareness last year. The
TCF also sponsored the restoration
and display of 118 historical
carpets and rugs, which are

yapan bir diger TCF programi da
Turk Sanat ve Kulttr Konferanslan
programidir. Mtzelerin ve
universitelerin isbirligi ve ev
sahipliginde gerceklesen bu
konferanslarla sadece 2010 yihnda
1000’in tizerinde Amerikaliya Turk
kailttira, tarihi ve sanati hakkinda
bilgi verilmistir.

Vakfimizin bir diger énemli tamtim
faaliyeti de internet tizerinden

gerceklestirilmektedir. Turk kulttru,

Turk muzigi ve Turk mutfag:
hakkindaki internet portallerimiz,
www.turkishculture.org -
www.turkishmusicportal.org -
www.turkish-cuisine.org, diinya
capinda milyonlarca kisinin Ttirk
kulttrt ve Turkiye hakkinda bilgi
edindigi portallerdir. 2010 yilinda
dtinyanm 200 tilke ve bolgesinden
1.7 milyon kisi TCF portallerini
Ziyaret etmistir.

Vakif olarak Tirk kulttrind
tanitmanin yani sira korunmasina
yonelik de calismalar yapiyorsunuz.
Tlrk kilttrinl korumaya yonelik
yaptiginiz calismalar nelerdir?

Turk kaltariintn korunmasima
yonelik, 6zgiin projelerimiz ve
destek verdigimiz baska
kuruluslarn projeleri mevcuttur. Bu
alanda tamamlanmis
calismalarimizdan biri Turk Golge
Tiyatrosu: Karagoz'dur. Geleneksel
golge tiyatrosunun dtinyadaki en
eski orneklerinden olan Karagoz ve
Hacivat gelenegini yasatmak ve
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gelecek nesillere aktarabilmek icin
TCF, hayali Metin Ozlen’in
sahneledigi 20 Karagoz oyununu
filme alarak 5 DVD’lik bir
koleksiyonda toplayip sanatseverlere
sundu. Bahse konu koleksiyon
Turkish Culture Shop
(www.turkishcultureshop.org) adl
sitemizden temin edilebilir.

2010 yihnin sonunda ise ¢cok dnemli
bir “koruma” projesini hayata
gecirdik: Dogal Boya Arastirma ve
Gelistirme Laboratuvari — DATU
(www.tcfdatu.org). Armaggan
markasinin destegiyle kurulan
DATU, dtinyanin en zengin bitki
florasina sahip Turkiyenin dogal
boya kaynaklarinin tanitilmasinz,
dogal boyamaciligin yeniden
canlandimlmasini ve bu alanda kirsal
kesimlerde istthdam yaratmay1
amaclamaktadir. DATU, kisa strede,
dogal boyada kullamlan, diinyanin
en zengin dogal bitki ve bocek
koleksiyonuna sahip olmustur.
Dogal boya analizinde en ileri
teknolojiyi kullanan DATU, bu
alanda Turkiye'nin 6nde gelen
mtizelerine tcretsiz hizmet vererek
tarihi eserlerin korunmasi ve
restorasyonuna da onemli hizmetler
vermektedir.

Diger yandan, TCF ¢ok onemli
“koruma” projelerine maddi destek
vermis ve oncii olmustur. Bunlarda
biri Turkiye Arkeolojik Yerlesimleri
— TAY Projesi tarafinda olusturulan,
Turkiye'deki Demir Cagi

Turkish Cultural Foundation

Turkish Culture Portal

Turkish Culture Shop

Turkish Music Portal
wwiw. turkishmusicportal.org

Turkish Cuisine Portal
wiww, turldsh-cuisine. org

org. wanw, turkishoultureshop.arg

TCF DATU Portal
www tefdatu.ong
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preserved in the Museum of
Turkish and Islamic Works, within
the frame of International Congress
of Oriental Carpets that was held
for the first time in Turkey in
2007. Supporting an American
institution, Global Heritage Fund,
the TCF supported the rebuilding
of Namik Kemal’s historical house
in Kars and transformed it into
Namik Kemal Culture Center. In
collaboration with the same
institution, it financially supported
archaeological restoration practices
in Catalhoytik for three years.

Do you think Turkish artists are well-
known abroad? Is there any work
that the TCF conducts in terms of
this?

Individual successes of
Turkish artists, which are
global, are sources of

pride to all of us.

Especially in terms of

literature and cinema,

Turkish people have

made a name for

themselves.

We thought about a

project based more on
background and

developed a database

project titled “Who is

Who in Turkish Culture

and Art.” In this project,

which is being conducted

by an art historian

employed in the TCF’s
Istanbul office, we have

created files on nearly

1,750 Turkish artists in more than
50 categories since March 2011.
The purpose of this database is to
introduce Turkey’s artists in a
virtual environment and make it
easier to reach them.

Another activity is devoted to the
promotion of modern Turkish art
in America. For the last five years,
the TCF has been introducing
modern Turkish artists of sculpture
and glass to American galleries and
art lovers by having a Turkish
stand in the New York and Chicago
SOFA Sculpture Objects and
Functional Art (SOFA) expositions,
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which is one of the biggest art
expositions.

Finally, Turkey’s individual artists,
who are invited to international art
events, receive support by applying
to the TCF for funding in order to
attend these occasions.

What programs are being offered by
the TCF in 20117

In 2011, our educational program
throughout the USA will continue.
At present, the TCF is
coordinating educational teacher
workshops and trying to select 57
American secondary and high
school teachers who will visit
Turkey by means of the two
research tours that we will

organize in the summer. Between
12 and 28 September, the TCF
Turkey Cultural Tour will run; we
are trying to select influential
Americans who will be the guests
of the TCF on this tour. While
preparing for the SOFA New York
exposition that will be held 14-17
April, the TCF also is organizing
Turkish culture conferences of
Prof. Dr. Nurhan Atasoy that will
be held throughout the USA. A
series of TCF culture conferences,
which were devoted to foreigners
and embassy representatives in
Istanbul, will continue as well.

Yerlesimleri Envanteri projesidir; bir
digeri Kultir Bilincini Gelistirme
Vakfi tarafindan gecen yil
tamamlanan Selcuklu Yapi
Envanteri projesidir. TCF ayrica,
2007 yihnda ilk kez Tirkiye'de
gerceklesen Uluslararast Dogu
Halilan Kongresi (ICOC)
cercevesinde, Turk ve Islam Eserleri
Mtizesi'ndeki 118 tarihi hah ve
kilimin restorasyonu ve
sergilenmesinin sponsorlugunu
ustlenmistir. Global Heritage Fund
adli bir Amerikan kurulusuna
destek vererek, Kars'taki tarihi
Namik Kemal evinin yeniden insa
edilip Namik Kemal Kultir Merkezi
haline getirilmesine destek vermis ve
ayn1 kurulusla isbirliginde, 3 yil

streyle, Catalhoyuk’teki arkeolojik
restorasyon calismalarina maddi
destek vermistir.

Yurtdisinda Tiirk sanatgilarin
yeterince tanindigini distinlyor
musunuz? Bu konuda vakfinizin
yaptigi calismalar var mi?

Turk sanatcilarimizin dunya
capindaki bireysel basarilar
hepimizin gurur kaynag. Ozellikle
edebiyat ve sinema alaninda Ttrkler
ismini dtnyaya kesinlikle duyurdu.
Biz bu alanda daha altyap: temelli
bir calisma dustindtik ve “Ttirk
Kultar ve Sanatinda Kim Kimdir”

veri tabani projesini gelistirdik.
Istanbul subemizde gorevli bir sanat
tarih¢imiz tarafindan yurattlen bu
projede, Mart 2011 itibariyle
yaklasik 1750 Turk sanatcisinin,
50nin tizerinde kategori altinda,
dosyalarini yaratmis bulunmaktayiz.
Bu veri tabanimin amaci Ingilizce
sanal ortamda sanatcilarimizi
tanitmak ve onlara ulasimi
kolaylastirmakir.

Bir diger faaliyetimiz de Turk
modern sanatinin Amerika'da
tantilmasina yoneliktir. Son 5 yildir,
en biytik modern sanat fuarlarimdan
biri olan SOFAmin (Sculpture
Objects and Functional Art) New
York ve Chicago fuarlarinda bir
Tuirk standi acarak modern Tiirk
heykel ve cam sanatcilarini
Amerikal galerilere ve
sanatseverlere tanitmaktayiz.

Diger yandan, uluslararas: sanat
faaliyetlerine davet almus bireysel
sanatcilarimiz da TCF'ye miracaatla
bu faaliyetlere katulmak icin destek
almaktadir.

2011 yil igin vakfinizin programinda
neler yer aliyor?

2011 yihnda ABD capindaki egitim
programimiz 19 sehirde devam
edecek. Su siralar bu sehirlerdeki
Turkiye ogretmen egitim
calistaylarinin programlarmi
koordine ediyor ve yazin
duzenleyecegimiz iki arastirma
gezisiyle Turkiye'yi ziyaret edecek
toplam 57 Amerikali ortaokul ve lise
ogretmenini belirlemeye bashyoruz.
12-28 Eylul tarihleri arasinda
Turkiye kultar turumuz
gerceklesecek, bu gezide TCF'nin
misafiri olacak etkili Amerikalilar
secme asamasindayiz. Bir yandan da
14-17 Nisan tarihlerinde
duzenlenecek olan SOFA New York
fuarina hazirlamirken, diger yandan,
TCF Sanat Damismani Prof. Dr.
Nurhan Atasoy’'un ABD c¢apindaki
Turk kultur konferanslarint
diizenliyoruz. Istanbul ofisimizde
diizenlenen ve Istanbul’daki
konsolosluk temsilcileri ve diger
yabancilara yonelik TCF kultir
konferanslar dizisi de devam
edecek.



