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One of the goals of the Turkish Cultural Foundation
is to contribute to the promotion and recognition
of Turk ish arts and art ists wor ldwide.
To this end, the Foundation actively supports the
exhibition of Turkish artists’ art work at international
expositions.The Turkish Cultural Foundation is
pleased to pioneer Turkish participation at SOFA
through a Turkish booth which will showcase
contemporary Turkish artists, aspiring and
established, to art lovers, art galleries, and
international artists at SOFA. One of the goals of
the Turkish Cultural Foundation is to contribute to
the promotion and recognition of Turkish arts and
artists worldwide. To this end, the Foundation
actively supports the exhibition of Turkish artists’
art work at international expositions. The Turkish
Cultural Foundation is pleased to pioneer Turkish
participation at SOFA through a Turkish booth
which will showcase contemporary Turkish artists,
aspiring and established, to art lovers, art galleries,
and international artists at SOFA.

THE TURK ISH CULTURAL FOUNDAT ION AT  SOFA

One of  the goa ls  o f  the Turk ish Cu l tu ra l  Foundat ion

is  to  cont r ibute to the promot ion and recogn i t ion o f

Turk ish ar ts and ar t is ts wor ldwide.

To this end, the Foundat ion supports the part ic ipat ion

o f  Tu r k i sh  a r t i s t s  a t  i n t e rna t i ona l  a r t  even ts .  The

Turk ish Cul tura l  Foundat ion is p leased to pioneer the

showcasing of Turk ish ar t  and art ists at SOFA and to

present  contempora ry  Turk ish  a r t i s ts ,  asp i r ing  and

es t ab l i s hed ,  t o  a r t  l o ve r s ,  ga l l e r i e s  and  a r t i s t s .



Süleyman Saim Tekcan graduated from the Painting Department of the
Gazi Education Institute in Ankara, Turkey in 1963 and studied at the
Painting Department of Istanbul State Academy of Fine Arts (Mimar
Sinan University). From 1968-1975, he was a faculty member of the
Atatürk Education Faculty. From 1970-1971, he carried out research
in Germany on printmaking. Professor Tekcan started to teach at Mimar
Sinan University, Faculty of Fine Arts (Istanbul) in 1975. In 1985, he
received his professorship
and became the Chair of the Graphic Arts Department.

From 1994-1995, he served as Dean of the Fine Arts Faculty of Mimar
Sinan University as well as Chair of its Graphic Arts Department. In
1996, he established the Fine Arts Faculty at Yeditepe University in
Büyükada (Istanbul) and served as the Dean during its first year. In
2007, Mr.Tekcan became a founder and first Dean of Ifl›k University,
Faculty of Fine Arts in Istanbul.

Mr.Tekcan defines his work as an art representing the diverse cultures
of his country. Fusing past and future, his engraved printings combine
the horse figure with "Hat,” a traditional Turkish calligraphy art, and
modern serigraph printing. His unique engraved printing technique is
taught worldwide as the "Tekcan technique." Professor Tekcan’s work
is inspired by the special place  the horse holds in Turkish history and
culture, ranging from the horses in miniature paintings to the “Riva”
horses.

Süleyman Saim Tekcan

Horses, 2007, Etching, 15.35 in x 20.86 in
Photo: Ecehan Toprak

sstekcan@imoga.org
www.suleymansaimtekcan.com
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Emel Vardar attended art studios at the Association for Painting and
Sculpture Museums of Mimar Sinan University in Istanbul, Turkey.

Ms. Vardar established the Eylül Art Gallery in 1993, home to important
Turkish painters and sculptors. In 2004, she established the Emel
Va rda r  A r t  Ga l l e r y  exc l us i ve l y  f o r  scu lp tu re  exh ib i t i ons .

Ms. Vardar creates female figures and busts using various materials
and techniques. While Ms. Vardar’s sculptures display the beauty of
the female figure, her desire is to express its strength. The artist
describes her sculptures as the solidification of her feelings and ideas
in the enchanting magic of crystal and glass.

Ms. Vardar’s art was exhibited in numerous solo painting and sculpture
exhibitions and she participated in art fairs, contests and festivals. Her
creations are exhibited in private collections.

Emel Vardar

Day Dreaming, Glass, 2007, 12.59 in x 7.08  in x 3.93 in
Photo: Mufit Cirpanli

emelvardar@gmail.com
www.emelvardar.com
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Embrace, Chromium, Brass, 2009, 19.68 in x 19.68 in x 11.81 in
Photo: Yes Crea

tianuma@gmail.com

Ebru Döflekçi graduated from the Faculty of Communication at Ege
University in Izmir, Turkey, in 1993 and received her master degree
from Yeditepe University, Faculty of Fine Arts in Istanbul in 2005.

In her sculptures, she uses simple and clear lines which give the viewer
a sense of tranquility. Rising above the surface as if they are about to
fly with the next glimpse of motion, the artist’s creations challenge their
viewers to become abstracted in an emotional, romantic, even
melancholic state of mind.

Ebru Döflekci has participated in various group exhibitions, as well as
art symposia and workshops and has received numerous awards at
Turkish sculpture competitions.

Ebru Döflekçi
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I have always been here: struggle, Wood, 2008, 29.52 in x 31.49 in x 31.49 in
Photo: Ebru Y›lmaz

ebrumyilmaz@yahoo.com

Ms. Y›lmaz graduated from the Sculpture Department at Mimar Sinan
University of Fine Arts in Istanbul, Turkey, in 1999.

Her works consist of abstract forms in wood and metal. These sculptures
can be described as meetings of almost identical units that occupy
di f ferent  posi t ions and have d i f ferent  or ientat ions in space.

Somewhat like the structural sequence of events that define life, the
units travel through time and space with a certain rhythmical movement.
While partly hiding themselves, they become transformed into cyclical
forms that contain their own inner spaces, beginning and ending within
themselves. They seem to have neither a beginning, nor an end.

Ms. Y›lmaz’s artworks have been displayed in numerous solo and group
exhibitions, and symposia.

Ebru Y›lmaz
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