Comments on Teacher Study Tours 2011
“The TCF Teacher Study Tour 2011 was outstanding! We were treated with respect and it was first class all the way. This trip changed—enlarged—my view of Turkey’s place in history—both ancient and modern. I found the people warm and welcoming, the food delicious, and the culture fascinating.”

Cindy Jesup, Port Orange, Florida, USA

“What an experience! The people of Turkey were so friendly and the hospitality was beyond my imagination. The hotels chosen were exquisite and the food was fantastic. The craft events were a wonderful break from purely historical sights. The blend was great and kept the tour interesting. Seeing the places I have taught about was the best experience from Turkey. When I teach them next time, more passion and excitement will be added! Thanks so much for the experience of a lifetime.”

Mary Shoukat, Brunswick, Missouri, USA
“The Teacher Study Tour greatly exceeded my expectations both academically and within the organization of the tour. Every site visit, every lecture, every exchange with fellow teachers can be used with my students to help them develop an understanding of Turkey, both past and present. The amount of detail and passion dedicated to this trip is paramount.”
Cynthia Hartman, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, USA

“Thank you for the experience of a lifetime. Not just for me, not just for my students, but also for my educational community. I’ve learned that Turkey has richness in Greco-Roman history, Ottoman history, and religious importance, but it is also a place of very beautiful, bright present and future. If you haven’t been to Istanbul, the Aegean, Cappadocia, or a multitude of other gems that Turkey has to offer, you must visit! Turkey abounds of excellent hosts and even better people.”

Jake Miller, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, USA
“This has been my first trip overseas and I cannot imagine anything surpassing it. The breadth and depth of the teaching and the experiences was amazing. The food was wonderful! Truly the trip of a lifetime.”

Amy Sloan, Jasper, Alabama, USA
“Imagine taking 30 teachers from Turkey and showing them the most important historical/cultural places in America. Let them taste clam chowder in Boston, grits in North Carolina, barbeque in Texas, showing them the natural wonders like the Grand Canyon. This is what TCF has done. In two weeks we covered 4000 years of Turkish history and culture. We visited mosques and memorials, swam in the Aegean, and made our way to Ankara. It was a magical, mystical ride.”

Maria Shields, Falls Church, Virginia, USA
“Come to Turkey to see live history! Come to Turkey to be changed forever! Let Turkey introduce itself to you!”

Amy Murphree, Pinson, Alabama, USA
“I have nothing but unalloyed praise for the organizational team of the Teacher Study Tour. From the moment we emerged from the airport, we’ve been handled like diplomatic personnel from morning to night, having our baggage taken care of, our transportation seamlessly choreographed, our meals luxuriously catered, and every site visit was smoothly and invisibly prearranged. In short, the professional operatives of the United Nations would envy such organizational excellence. Kudos to Hulya, Bonnie, Orhan and all of your assistants.”

Bruno Yomoah, Auburn, Maine, USA
“A perfect conclusion of experiential learning; first person accounts, history, geography, literature, art, music, all rolled up in a whirlwind tour. Thank you! It was the trip of a lifetime.”

Michele Thomas, Mount Vernon, New Hampshire, USA
“An amazing and whirlwind tour of many of our world’s most incredible treasures, all housed within the borders of modern day Turkey. Hospitality, tolerance and humility of Turkish peoples intermix with the Roman and Ottoman ruins to create a truly remarkable experience. This tour had enough ‘Wow!’ moments—both visual and educational—to last a lifetime. A must for every educator.”

Jodi Teeple, Missoula, Montana, USA
“The Summer 2011 Teacher Study Tour provided an unequaled, valuable, educational experience in Turkish history, geography and culture. If not for the work of the Turkish Cultural Foundation, I would never have had this unique opportunity. The itinerary provided both the depth and breadth to more fully understand the creation of the modern Turkish state. I am so grateful to have been selected for this tour and will do my best to disseminate the information I have learned to others in my community. I highly recommend this study tour to any educator who is interested in studying Turkish history and culture.”

Peggy Cordell, Missoula, Montana, USA
“This was my first teacher study tour, but I have a hard time imagining a trip that is more organized and efficient than this one. For such a large country with so much history, I was impressed with how much we covered in such a short period of time. The information was also very heterogeneous. We covered history, government, art, food, and culture. If you enjoy learning from primary sources and immersing yourself in a culture, then you will love this trip.”

Mark Hafer, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, USA
“As an educator, I truly embrace this global cooperative learning style. You create a global learning community that has impact on changing paradigms of cultural differences. This study tour has helped me to enlighten myself on many levels, from the agriculture to the philosophers of the past. The history of Turkey should be studied to help the future generations have tools to help navigate problems facing nations around the world.”

Liz Pipkin, Birmingham, Alabama, USA
“On the fifth night as I was drifting off to sleep, all I could thing about was ‘I walked the beaches of Gallipoli!’ I never in my wildest dreams would have imagined I would be able to do that. What this trip as shown me is the richness of Turkey’s culture and history, as well as the kindness of the people, are way more amazing than the romantic view of the mysterious and barbaric Turks. I lived, experienced, touched, tasted, and breathed more culture and history during these fourteen days in Turkey than I had in the 42 years prior to this trip.”

Jen Hatfield, Port Orange, Florida, USA
“The opportunity to visit Turkey with fellow educators has been a transformative experience. The attention to detail, selection of sites, and quality of commentary has been superb. My teaching will forever be changed by this wonderful journey.”

Deborah Payne, Herrin, Illinois, USA
“The two weeks I spent with my colleagues in Turkey were perhaps the most informative ones of my life. I not only learned about the history, geography, and culture of a country I scarcely knew, but I also learned so much about myself. I don’t think a better opportunity for teachers who teach about this area of the world exists.”

Jim Choquette, Northfield, New Hampshire, USA

“This trip is a gift to teachers. It was a wonderful blend of information about the history, culture, food, art, and customs of the Turkish people. I know this will enhance my teaching as I was taken on a journey through history from Neolithic times to modern Turkey. This trip also allowed me to share this exciting information with other teachers on a well-planned and pleasant trip with beautiful hotels and great food. Thank you Turkish Cultural Foundation for valuing me as a teacher. I can’t wait to bring Turkey back to my classroom.”

Kathryn Rupert, Metamora, Illinois, USA
“This trip has, without a doubt in my mind, made us teachers into vital primary sources for our students’ success and growth.”
Meredith White, Brunswick, Missouri, USA
“What a fantastic experience that I can hardly believe is over. It seems like just yesterday that I arrived for a wonderful fourteen-day study of Turkey. My splendid visit has been more than I could have expected. Visiting historical sites, listening to wonderful music, eating in quaint restaurants, and meeting people allowed me to grow both professionally and personally. Many thanks to the Turkish Cultural Foundation for making this trip a possibility.”

Frantzie Cadet, Lorton, Virginia, USA
“Thank you for a wonderful and memorable life changing experience! I appreciated the opportunity to challenge my own ethnocentric views to truly learn and witness the hospitality, warmth and modernity of such a beautiful country firsthand.”

Emy Keola, Ewa Beach, Hawaii, USA

“The best adventure I have had in a long time! So exciting to see this thing I have attempted to teach about and now with this experience I will be more confident and have the resources to teach more efficiently. Experiential learning is the best way to learn.”

Deb Bertschi, Metamora, Illinois, USA
“This teacher study tour is the only way to learn about Turkey’s history, people, and its culture. The best study tour ever!”

Lorey Ishihara, Kaneohe, Hawaii, USA
